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2024 Jubilarians 

Clinton Franciscans to Present Clare Award 

Join us on Thursday, July 25, at 6:30 p.m. at Rastrelli’s  

Tuscany Special Events Center, 2417 Cleveland Street in Clinton! Marie Dennis 

Celebrating 70 years... 
Sisters Ruth Cox, Teresa Kunkel, and Joan Theiss entered the 

Sisters of St. Francis at Mount St. Clare Convent in Clinton  

in 1954. Top left to bottom right: Sisters Ruth Cox,  

Teresa Kunkel, Joan Theiss, Mary Lou Carlson, 

Gael Gensler, and Jacqueline Herrmann 

https://nonviolencejustpeace.net/
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L’Arche Clinton Celebrates 50 Years 

Congratulations on 50 years, L’Arche Clinton! 

Sr. Marjorie 

and Gerry P. 

L’Arche Clinton Community 
photo from L’Arche Clinton’s Facebook 

https://www.larche.org/about-larche/history/
https://larcheclinton.org/
https://larcheclinton.org/
https://youtu.be/ZqAyDyggYik?si=KkZvN2icPdScimRi


 

 

Franciscan Peace Connection Farewell 
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“In my experience, the Franciscan Peace Connection is not a building. It  

is a community. One that extends unconditional love beyond southern  

California.” 
 

“I appreciate how blessed I have been to meet such interesting people and 

attend the diverse programs that help me to continue to evolve.” 
 

“This group has become an integral part of life. It has provided true friendships, moral support, and major 

growth in understanding who I am created to be.” 
 

“The Franciscan Peace Connection is a Christ-conscious Love Center where there is acceptance and room 

to grow in self-awareness.” 
 

“I am grateful for the eight years of opportunities, especially those regarding interfaith, and the reality 

that I now live in Tennessee and am still connected with everyone.” 

Sr. LaVern Olberding  

“Who I Am” 

Youth Education 

Franciscan Peace Connection event photos  

from over the past 12 years. 



 

 

4 

Laudato Si’ Week Reflections 

Moving Beyond Climate Anxiety: Finding Hope in Those That Came Before Us 

“To keep moving forward, to care for our 

common home and all vulnerable people,  

we need hope for a shared future.” 

Laudato Si’ Week encourages us to reassess our relationship to creation, our common home. Jennifer Kryszak,  

Director of Strategic Planning for the Franciscan Peace Center, offered daily reflections during Laudato Si’ Week as a 

source of hope for a future where all people recognize their interconnection with all of creation. The daily reflections 

are available to read at www.clintonfranciscans.com. Below is the reflection shared on May 19, 2024. 

Sr. Marilyn Huegerich 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00278-3/fulltext
https://godsplanet.us/get-involved/advocacy/


 

 

Movies That Matter: Informing Your Vote 
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“A Tree of Life” is the  

featured film for June. 

Summer Family Movie Nights in Clinton 

https://www.buildingtheamericandream.com/about
https://www.hbo.com/movies/a-tree-of-life-the-pittsburgh-synagogue-shooting
http://www.clintonfranciscans.com
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Jubilarians continued... 

 

 

 



Celebrating 60 Years... 
Sisters Mary Lou Carlson, Gael Gensler, and Jacqueline 

“Jackie” Herrmann entered the Sisters of St. Francis at 

Mount St. Clare Convent in Clinton in 1964. 



Sr. Ruth Cox 

Sr. Teresa Kunkel 

Sr. Joan Theiss 

Sr. Mary Lou Carlson 
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Celebrating 25 years... 

Congratulations to the  

2024 Jubilarians!

Sr. Gael Gensler 

Mary Ann Ryk  

 

Laudato Si’ continued... 

Sr. Jackie Herrmann 

https://godsplanet.us/get-involved/advocacy/
https://godsplanet.us/get-involved/advocacy/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85199645086


 
843 13th Avenue North 
Clinton, IA  52732-5115 

(563) 242-7611 
www.clintonfranciscans.com 

Opposing Iowa’s Senate File 2340 
“We, the Sisters of St. Francis, Clinton, Iowa, Sojourners, and 

Associates, stand in solidarity with our immigrant  brothers 

and sisters. We support comprehensive immigration reform…” 
- Clinton Franciscans 2011 Corporate Stand 

 

Vigils for Human Dignity 

Statement from Iowa Bishops

Lawsuits Filed Against State of Iowa

Sr. Phyllis Morris; Sr. Mary Bea Snyder , CHM;  

Sr. Ruth E. Westmoreland; Sr. Johanna Rickl, CHM; 

Fr. Bob McAleer; Sr. Jan Cebula; and Sr. Teresa  

Kunkel at Davenport’s Vigil for Human Dignity. 

https://clintonfranciscans.com/our-mission/corporate-stands
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2340&ga=90
https://iowacatholicconference.org/iowa-bishops-issue-statement-on-immigration/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3eiSggIHCv6rILSDMYW0soII0P1mHYsFWYzCT_tTyezKoiefEVe0nDSac_aem_AbW6cctkC4CLmS7XppozAep7jlTGXRKIuZ72-TPFPcGVSdXIlAhAO5Gku5fkp-ZMMuI8ZgrwqEZZK3P8OM18qIy
https://iowacatholicconference.org/iowa-bishops-issue-statement-on-immigration/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3eiSggIHCv6rILSDMYW0soII0P1mHYsFWYzCT_tTyezKoiefEVe0nDSac_aem_AbW6cctkC4CLmS7XppozAep7jlTGXRKIuZ72-TPFPcGVSdXIlAhAO5Gku5fkp-ZMMuI8ZgrwqEZZK3P8OM18qIy
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-files-lawsuit-against-state-iowa-regarding-unconstitutional-state#:~:text=All%20News-,Justice%20Department%20Files%20Lawsuit%20Against%20the%20State,Regarding%20Unconstitutional%20State%20Immigration%20Law&
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/civil-rights-groups-file-lawsuit-to-block-iowas-unconstitutional-sf-2340

